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Staff Report 
Planning & Zoning 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Petition:   26-COA-02 

 

Petition Type:  Staff Item 

 

Date:     March 6, 2026 

 

Petitioner:  Lacasa, Inc 

 

Site Location:  215 East Indiana Avenue 

 

Local Landmark or District:  Local Landmark, Single Site Historic District 

 

Rating:                                       Outstanding  

 

Date Constructed:                      1921 

 

Description of proposed project:  

1. Install roof mounted solar array on the roof 

 

Applicable Guidelines:         

 Solar Panels, Wind Turbines: Equipment should be installed in a way to be reversible without harm to historic 

materials and is located away from public view. Installation of equipment on a roof is a last resort if no suitable 

group locations are possible. Equipment proposed for a roof installation shall be mounted on roofs not facing or 

visible from a public street and installed as flush to the roof surface as possible. Equipment shall not extend above 

the ridge line.  

 

 Staff approval can be given for the installation of solar panels when placed on accessory buildings, or secondary 

roofs or rear wings not visible to the public from a public street.  

 

Applicable Sections of the Zoning Ordinance: 

Section 12.6 of Ordinance 4041 of the City of Elkhart requires a Certificate of Appropriateness to be issued for a 

conspicuous change in the exterior appearance of the existing building by demolitions, moving, additions, new 

construction, alteration, color change or maintenance of existing buildings, including windows, doors and all 

exterior features, walls or fences. As such, a Certificate of Appropriateness must be issued for the work proposed 

at 215 East Indiana Avenue.  

 

 








